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March 19, 2021 
 
Senate’s Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: Senate Concurrent Resolution 161 
 
Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Committee Members,  
 
I am writing in support with requested amendments for Senate Concurrent Resolution 161 on 
behalf of the LGBT Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i, Hawaii’s oldest and largest 
policy and political LGBTQIA+ focused organization. SCR 161 calls for SUPPORTING AND 
URGING THE INCLUSION OF GENDER TRANSITION TREATMENTS AND SERVICES AS 
MEDICALLY NECESSARY FOR THE PURPOSES OF HEALTH CARE INSURANCE 
COVERAGE. 
 
To fulfill the much-needed goal of SCR 161 the LGBT Caucus is requesting the following 
amendments to the resolution: 
 
Insert the following on line 41 on page 4: 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Senate of the Thirty-first Legislature of the State of 
Hawaii, Regular Session of 2021, the House of Representatives concurring, that the 
Auditor is requested to perform an analysis of the proposed requirement that “all health 
care services related to gender transition treatments shall be considered medically 
necessary and not cosmetic”, as proposed in Senate Bill No. 752; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Auditor is requested to submit findings of the 
sunrise analysis to the Legislature no later than twenty days prior to the convening of the 
Regular Session of 2022; and  
 

Amend the Order Clause (the last Resolved clause) to read as follows: 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Concurrent Resolution be 
transmitted to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, State of Hawaii’s Auditor, Director of 
Health, Director of Commerce and Consumer Affairs, and Insurance Commissioner.  

 
We are requesting these amendments to trigger the “sunrise audit” and thereby complying with 
Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) section 23-51 as well as HRS section 23-52. Thus, assisting 
SCR 161 in achieving its ultimate goal of ensuring that gender transition treatments be 
considered medically necessary for Hawaii’s transgender community and covered by their 
health insurance policy.  
 
We would like to note that Colin M. Hayashida, the Insurance Commissioner of the Department 
of Commerce and Consumer Affairs’ - Insurance Division, is already on record saying that the 
“sunrise audit” is necessary in Commissioner Hayashida’s written testimony before the House of 
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Representative’s Committee on Health, Human Services, and Homelessness for House Bill 285, 
that took place of Tuesday, February 9, 2021. 
 
The LGBT Caucus knows that the passage of SCR 161 is a necessity to help achieve justice 
and equality for Hawaii’s Transgender community. SCR 161 says it perfectly why this resolution 
is so needed. 
 
Mahalo nui loa for your time and consideration, 
 
Michael Golojuch, Jr. 
Chair 
LGBT Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i 



SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 8:36:21 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Maddalynn Sesepasara Testifying for HHHRC Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Honorable Members,  

  

Please pass SCR161/SR126 which urges that medically necessary care include the 
listed types of care that transgender people in Hawai'i need. Some insurance providers 
in Hawai'i deem procedures such as breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts 
lives and mental health at great risk. Insurance companies also claim that such 
procedures are costly even though multiple studies prove otherwise. Please pass this 
resolution to ensure insurance providers in the state are following their moral and legal 
duty to treat transgender people without discrimination when seeking insurance 
coverage for transgender care, which is all medically necessary. 

  

Mahalo, 

Maddalynn Sesepasara 

Hawaii Health & Harm Reduction Center  

Kua'ana Project, Project Manager  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/__;!!KxMC4i5F5TdmVOKC5Q!67LZ93oRZnR08sY0peEmx8T4RjMbZAPajAgnFrHFM_yrb8wQG8Jr2eyR9Bza3skBkZI$


SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 2:26:20 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laurie Field 
Testifying for Planned 

Parenthood Votes 
Northwest and Hawaii 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii supports SCR 161. Thank you! 

 





SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 12:48:32 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. 
Testifying for Rainbow 

Family 808 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Rainbow Family 808 strongly supports SCR161.  Please pass this resolution.  Thank 
you.  

Mike Golojuch, Sr., Secretary, Rainbow Family 808 

 



        
       American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai'i 
       P.O. Box 3410 
       Honolulu, Hawai'i 96801 
       T: 808.522-5900 
       F: 808.522-5909 
       E: office@acluhawaii.org 
       www.acluhawaii.org 

 
Committee:  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, March 25, 2021, 9:30 a.m.  
Place:   Via videoconference 
Re:   Testimony of the ACLU of Hawaiʻi in Support of S.C.R. 161/S.R. 126, 

Supporting and Urging the Inclusion of Gender Transition Treatments and 
Services as Medically Necessary for the Purposes of Health Care 
Insurance Coverage 

 
Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and members of the Committee: 
 
The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaiʻi (“ACLU of Hawaiʻi”) writes in support of 
S.C.R. 161/S.R. 126, which urges the recognition of gender transition treatments as medically 
necessary for the purposes of health insurance coverage.  
 
In 2016, the Hawaiʻi State Legislature passed Act 135,1 which prohibits health insurance 
discrimination in participation or coverage under a policy against any person on the basis of the 
person’s actual or perceived gender identity. Since the law’s passage, however, ACLU of 
Hawaiʻi has received complaints that health insurance providers are not complying with the law, 
leaving many patients in a state of uncertainty about their rights and how to receive the medically 
necessary care to which they are entitled. Specifically, we have received reports that health 
insurance providers are violating HRS §431:10A-118.3(b)(4)(A), which requires coverage for 
services relating to gender transition, providing that there is coverage under the policy for those 
services when they are unrelated to gender transition. For example, some insurance providers in 
Hawai'i deem procedures such as breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts lives and mental 
health at great risk.  
 
S.C.R. 161/S.R. 126 addresses this problem by recognizing the medical necessity of transition-
related treatments and services, reflecting the views of every major medical association. This 
resolution is a necessary step forward to further to goals of Act 135, offer guidance to health 
insurance providers regarding their legal and moral obligations, and to ultimately help ensure 
that people can access the care that they need and deserve.  
 
 

 
1 Codified as Haw. Rev. Stat. §431:10A-118.3.  

Hawai‘i
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       American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai'i 
       P.O. Box 3410 
       Honolulu, Hawai'i 96801 
       T: 808.522-5900 
       F: 808.522-5909 
       E: office@acluHawaiʻi.org 
       www.acluHawaiʻi.org 

For the above reasons, the ACLU of Hawaiʻi requests that the Committee support this measure. 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Mandy Fernandes 
Policy Director 
ACLU of Hawaiʻi 

 
 
 
The mission of the ACLU of Hawaiʻi is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the U.S. 
and State Constitutions.  The ACLU of Hawaiʻi fulfills this through legislative, litigation, and 
public education programs statewide.  The ACLU of Hawaiʻi is a non-partisan and private non-
profit organization that provides its services at no cost to the public and does not accept 
government funds.  The ACLU of Hawaiʻi has been serving Hawaiʻi for over 50 years. 

N\FM»~w
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SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 9:52:40 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shayna Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Honorable Members,  

Please pass SCR161/SR126 which urges that medically necessary care include the listed types of 
care that transgender people in Hawai'i need. Some insurance providers in Hawai'i deem 
procedures such as breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts lives and mental health at 
great risk. Insurance companies also claim that such procedures are costly even though multiple 
studies prove otherwise. Please pass this resolution to ensure insurance providers in the state are 
following their moral and legal duty to treat transgender people without discrimination when 
seeking insurance coverage for transgender care, which is all medically necessary. 

Mahalo, 

Shayna Lonoaea Alexander 
 

https://hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/
https://hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/












SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 10:17:11 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Thaddeus Pham Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha CPN Committee,  

As a public health professional and concerned community member, I urge you to pass 
SCR161 without amendments. 

The individual and public health implications of this are very real, with data from the 
Hawai'i Dept. of Health's most recent Sexual and Gender Minority Health Report 
showing stark health disparities for transgender people, especially youth. As has been 
made clear by the ongoing COVID pandemic, quality and comprehensive healthcare for 
all communities are essential not only for public health but also economic sustainability 
and growth.   

I personally collaborate with many local LGBTQIA+ community members and agencies, 
who have contributed to the development of this measure in its current form. Please 
pass this resolution as it is.  

With aloha,  

Thaddeus Pham (he/him) 

 



SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 10:23:46 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Thaddeus Pham Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Yamane, Vice Chair Tam, and Honorable Members,  

As a public health professional and concerned community member, I urge you to pass 
HCR51 without amendments. 

Hawai'i Department of Health's Sexual and Gender Minority Reports showed that our 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender youth experience higher rates of suicidality 
than their peers. Passing this resolution will help to ensure a comprehensive statewide 
policy of suicide prevention and postvention that is LGBTQ inclusive. 

 
I personally collaborate with many local LGBTQIA+ community members and agencies, 
who have contributed to the development of this measure in its current form. Please 
pass this resolution as it is.  

Mahalo, 

Thaddeus Pham (he/him) 

 

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/sexual-gender-minority/sexual-and-gender-minorities-sgm-in-hawaii/


SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/20/2021 5:54:22 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dr. Lawrence Frank Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice-Chair Chang, and Honorable Members,  

Please pass SCR161/SR126, which urges that medically necessary care include the 
listed types of care that transgender people in Hawai'i need. One such person is my 11-
year-old transgender daughter, who will soon be needing this affirming care, and she 
approaches puberty. Some insurance providers in Hawai'i deem procedures such as 
breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts lives and mental health at great risk. 
Insurance companies also claim that such procedures are costly even though multiple 
studies prove otherwise. Please pass this resolution to ensure that insurance providers 
in the state follow their moral and legal duty to treat transgender people without 
discrimination when seeking insurance coverage for transgender care, which is all 
medically necessary.  

My Ph.D. is in Human Sexuality, and my dissertation focused on sexuality education 
and transgender youth. My study is relevant to this bill as transgender youth 
face interpersonal issues such as lack of acceptance, chronic discrimination, and 
transphobia, as well as a host of individual-level risks such as experiences of clinical 
anxiety, depression, hopelessness, suicidal ideations, and substance abuse due to 
adverse experiences when affirming care is not provided (Ching et al., 2018). I have 
advocated, studied, and fought hard so that my daughter has a place as a member of 
our society and, more salient, as a human being that deserves validation as a citizen. 

Please be pono, do what is right for diversity and inclusion, and for the support of 
Hawaii's transgender community. Help to restore the honored role that mahu held in 
Hawaiian society. My daughter and all transgender people deserve to be treated well 
and have their gender affirmed and supported through the care that they need! 

Mahalo, 

Lawrence "Bo" Frank, PhD 

 

https://hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/
https://hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/


SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 9:48:44 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jen Jenkins Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Honorable Members,  

  

Please pass SCR161/SR126 which urges that medically necessary care include the 
listed types of care that transgender people in Hawai'i need. Some insurance providers 
in Hawai'i deem procedures such as breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts 
lives and mental health at great risk. Insurance companies also claim that such 
procedures are costly even though multiple studies prove otherwise. Please pass this 
resolution to ensure insurance providers in the state are following their moral and legal 
duty to treat transgender people without discrimination when seeking insurance 
coverage for transgender care, which is all medically necessary. 

  

Mahalo, 

Jen Jenkins 

 

https://hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/


SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/21/2021 9:56:10 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Windy Vaughs Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Nobody "chooses" to be transgender, bisexual, homosexual, heterosexual anymore 
than they choose to be born with 11 toes or 3 nipples. We are all mammals and all 
mammals should be offered the same health insurance coverage without special 
attention to their inherent identity or sexuality. 

 



SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 5:29:53 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Itai Bradshaw-Lang Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Honorable Members,  

  

Please pass SCR161/SR126 which urges that medically necessary care include the 
listed types of care that transgender people in Hawai'i need. Some insurance providers 
in Hawai'i deem procedures such as breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts 
lives and mental health at great risk. Insurance companies also claim that such 
procedures are costly even though multiple studies prove otherwise. Please pass this 
resolution to ensure insurance providers in the state are following their moral and legal 
duty to treat transgender people without discrimination when seeking insurance 
coverage for transgender care, which is all medically necessary. 

  

Mahalo, 

Itai Bradshaw-Lang 

 

https://hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/


SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 8:06:57 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nikki-Ann Yee Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Honorable Members,  

Please pass SCR161/SR126 which urges that medically necessary care include the 
listed types of care that transgender people in Hawai'i need. Some insurance providers 
in Hawai'i deem procedures such as breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts 
lives and mental health at great risk. Insurance companies also claim that such 
procedures are costly even though multiple studies prove otherwise. Please pass this 
resolution to ensure insurance providers in the state are following their moral and legal 
duty to treat transgender people without discrimination when seeking insurance 
coverage for transgender care, which is all medically necessary. 

Mahalo, 

Nikki-Ann Yee 

 

https://hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/


SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 8:14:15 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kamuela Werner Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha: 

I strongly support SCR161. 

Me ke aloha,  

Kamuela Werner  

 



SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 8:19:29 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kunane Dreier Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Honorable Members,  

  

Please pass SCR161/SR126 which urges that medically necessary care include the 
listed types of care that transgender people in Hawai'i need. Some insurance providers 
in Hawai'i deem procedures such as breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts 
lives and mental health at great risk. Insurance companies also claim that such 
procedures are costly even though multiple studies prove otherwise. Please pass this 
resolution to ensure insurance providers in the state are following their moral and legal 
duty to treat transgender people without discrimination when seeking insurance 
coverage for transgender care, which is all medically necessary. 

  

Mahalo, 

  

Kunane Dreier 

 

https://hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/


SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 8:58:40 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Wallace Engberg Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Honorable Members, 

  

Please pass SCR161/SR126 which urges that medically necessary care include the 
listed types of care that transgender people in Hawai'i need. Some insurance providers 
in Hawai'i deem procedures such as breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts 
lives and mental health at great risk. Insurance companies also claim that such 
procedures are costly even though multiple studies prove otherwise. Please pass this 
resolution to ensure insurance providers in the state are following their moral and legal 
duty to treat transgender people without discrimination when seeking insurance 
coverage for transgender care, which is all medically necessary. 

  

Mahalo, 
Wallace Engberg 

 

https://hub.jhu.edu/2015/12/03/transgender-health-insurance-cost-effective/


SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:50:53 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Linda Kim Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Honorable Members, 

Please pass SCR161/SR126 which urges that medically necessary care include the 
listed types of care that transgender people in Hawai'i need. Some insurance providers 
in Hawai'i deem procedures such as breast augmentation as "cosmetic," which puts 
lives and mental health at great risk. Insurance companies also claim that such 
procedures are costly even though multiple studies prove otherwise. Please pass this 
resolution to ensure insurance providers in the state are following their moral and legal 
duty to treat transgender people without discrimination when seeking insurance 
coverage for transgender care, which is all medically necessary.  The American 
Psychological Association, The American Medical Association, The American 
Psychiatric Association all support transgender persons being able to avail themselves 
of this medically necessary surgery. In the AMA Journal of Ethics, an article stated 
"Gender dysphoria is a common condition, and the consensus of the scientific medical 
community is that gender-affirming surgery is medically necessary for appropriate 
candidates."  You can read the article here: 

https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/exclusion-medically-necessary-gender-
affirming-surgery-americas-armed-services-veterans/2018-04 

Mahalo, 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhub.jhu.edu%2F2015%2F12%2F03%2Ftransgender-health-insurance-cost-effective%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLinda.W.Kim%40courts.hawaii.gov%7C99733ecfdd2c484cdac408d8ebcfd692%7C3f369bd64c534c1596eefc84b0851f6f%7C0%7C0%7C637518625201115995%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1H5Is5NIl%2FMXl4GMtBLAqJohKZzqXB1WVjNHXh7R0uw%3D&reserved=0
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/exclusion-medically-necessary-gender-affirming-surgery-americas-armed-services-veterans/2018-04
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/exclusion-medically-necessary-gender-affirming-surgery-americas-armed-services-veterans/2018-04


SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/22/2021 4:18:55 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eileen McKee Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support SCR161. 

Mahalo for considering my testimony. 

Eileen McKee 

Kihei 

 



SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/23/2021 5:49:15 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Quinn Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members,  

Please support SCR161. The only reasons such treatments aren't already available in 
health care coverage is because the majority is catering to a minority of Christian bigots. 
Religious bigotry has no place in modern society. 

Thank you, 

Andrea Quinn 

 



SCR-161 
Submitted on: 3/24/2021 9:38:26 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 3/25/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Roque Olmos Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am from Salt Lake City; Utah and I have been working and volunteering in the 
LGBTQIA+ community since 2012 as an educator delivering workshops as a guest 
speaker to student body and faculty at Colleges and Universities along the west coast. 

I moved to Hawaii in 2019 with my partner for him to pursue his career opportunities 
and over the last year I was blessed to learn a few things about the Hawaiian culture. 

I work for a non-profit on island and I have had the opportunity to see how richly 
Hawaiians care about each other, foster a deep care for Ohana and have seen how that 
reaches out and positively effects our communities. 

Over the years of learning and speaking about Trans-Awareness and struggles, my 
experience has brought me to know irrefutably that SCR161 is a life saving health care 
right. This bill would fundamentally provide proper care and life saving treatments to 
members in our community who feel hopeless, suicidal or are the target of hate crimes. 

We need this for Hawaii, we need this for our communities, and we need this for our 
families. 

Millions of voices and identities are swallowed by darkness because committees and 
legislators like this one can only see through their own experience and their own lens. 

There is a colorful world out there made of many different people and identities. 

Hawaii should be a beacon of hope and light. 

You cannot live Aloha, if you are actively sabotaging the opportunity for others trying to 
live it. 
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